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“No Day but Today” 

Good evening, everyone. Before I begin,   I would just like to take a second to thank our 

parents, guardians, grandparents, teachers, staff, coaches (yes, even Freeman), and anyone else 

that played a role in nurturing our success. While writing this speech, I kept a few words of 

wisdom in mind. Growing up, whenever I would tell a story, my family members would always 

say, “Allison! Land the plane!” Do not fret, this speech will be short. I was given a time limit.  

I’d like to take you back to the first time I walked into Mr. Walker’s room: I noticed a 

poster with what appeared to be a poem on it. The line that stood out was, “There is no future, 

there is no past.” That statement left me baffled. What on Earth was that supposed to mean? Of 

course there is a future, and of course there is a past. As my young self continued to think about 

that poster, the more bewildered I became. It was not until I started to listen to the musical RENT 

in high school that I realized that the words were not from a poem, they were lyrics to a 

masterfully crafted song. At that point in time, I began to comprehend the message that the 

words were imparting to the audience.  

The lyrics on the poster are: “There is no future, There is no past, I live this moment as 

my last, There’s only us, There's only this, Forget regret or life is yours to miss, No other road, 

No other way, No day but today.”  Having matured, I was able to comprehend that this song is 

simply saying to live in the moment. Do not become consumed with fear regarding your future, 

and use your past as a reference. Your mistakes do not define you, and do not let the fear of 

making more hinder you. Instead, learn from your past self and focus on the present. With this 



newfound understanding of these lyrics, I have developed a deep appreciation for the poster in 

Mr. Walker’s room.  

I do not think that any of us know for sure where we will be in four years. Sure, we all 

have a plan of some sort, however, nothing is for certain. Therefore, it is integral that we live 

each moment to its fullest. I am confident that you will all do great things and remember to treat 

everyone you encounter with kindness.  

I hope that you have all made lasting memories and friends during your time at 

Caledonia-Mumford (I know that I have). My final piece of advice is one my father gives to me 

often,  “If all else fails:  just yeet it.”  Thanks for coming to my TED Talk. 

 In all seriousness, thank you to all of my friends and classmates for helping me make 

memories that will last a lifetime! Best of luck to you all! 


